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"As XIII. 39.;. 
And by him all tha belieae are. juftiff fed from . 


allthings, from which Je cold not be; ; F 
eq by the Law of Moſer” | Ol W 


AHE Supjee, "Faye! By pie 
' 'ment, tfideftakent to treat gp , may * 
peradveiitare, to' ſome 'at fictt: 
propoſal, not feem. altogether ſo” 
propet and ſuicable co'our preſent wed on. 
Yet when ye well confi derthe purporr of che” 
words I have now read to you, that Farrh is 
the great inſtrument and advantage of a 
Chriſtians life ; for the juſt ſhall live by his 
faith : and that Fuſtification or forgiveneſs of 
fins is the main comfort, any Chriſtian can 
have at his death 3 inaſmuch as he that be- 
lieves, ſhall not die for ever, and though he 
die, yet ſhall he live; and over and above; that 
the Goſpel-ſtar affords us Chriſtians that help 
AZ3 towards 
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towards theſe ends, which the Tewiſh wcono 


my could not do to them : ye muſt acknow- 
ledge with me, there cannot be a more effe- 
Gual Exbortation for. as that- ſurvive, then 
that of Faith ; nor a fuller Conſolation over 
our deceaſed Friends, then that of being j#- 
fiified; whereby at our departure hence we 
have a;proſpe& of enſuing bliſs in the. other 
world, by being affured through faith in 
Chriſt, of pardon and acceptance, and of 
eſcaping the wrath to come.,, This juſtifying 
faith, I ſay, is the ground of all a Chriftians 
preſent duties here 1n this Iife, and of his fu- 
ture expecations hereafter in the next. This 
it was made the Apoſtle ſay, To me to live is 
Chriſt, and to. die is gain: a Motto which every 
Chriſtian may bear upon his Scutcheon, and 
inſcribe upon the ſhield of his faith. For by 
Chriſt all that believe are juſtificd from all 
things, &c. - 
S. Pan] being in a Synagogue of the Jews - 
' at Antioch in Piſidia on the Sabbath day, after 
the reading of the Leſſons, out of the Law 
one, and the other out of the Prophets, as their 
cuſtom was ; being deſired by the Rulers of 
the 
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the Synagogue, the chief of the Aſſemb] y, to 
ſpeak, if he had any thing to ſay for the in- 
ſtruQion of the people, takes occaſion, after 
he had given them a brief hiſtorical account 
of the Iſraelitiſh Common-wealth down to 
David, to-preach unto them Jeſu, and to 
aſſert his Meſſzaſhip, 

By his lineal deſcent from.that King Da- 
?id, according to promile, wer. 23. 

By the Teſtimony of obs his fore-runner,. 


_ werſ. 25. 


the Completion of Prophecies in his 
Paſſzon, Crucifixion, Death, and Burial, wer. 
27, xc. | 
And lafty, and'moſt eſpecially, by his mi-- 
raculous Reſurre&ion, whereof there were: 
many witneſles till alive, werſ. 3o, 31. And 
that accordingly as David himſelf had fore- 
told in his Book of Pſalms, particularly in: 
the fixteenth, where he ſays, Thox ſhalt nat- 


ſuffer thy boly One to ſee corruption ; which 


words in the 36.w. he ſays, as S. Peter had ob- 
ſerved before in his firſt Sermon, AFs 2.could: 
not be meant of Davids own perſon, who 
having ſerved his generation, died as other- 

men: 
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men do, and never roſe out of that ſepulcher 
he was laid in; his body having long fince 
moulderd into duſt , and his monument re- 
maining ſtill among them till that day. And 
now from all theſe Arguments he' draws this 
Concluſion 1m this and the verſe immediately 
foregoing. Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through this man 1s prea- 
ched unto you forgiveneſs of fins. - And by him 
- all that believe, &c. and then laſt of all he 
urſues and drives home this DoGrine with a 
vehement Application, in the rw next verſes, 
forewarning them to take heed of rejeQing 
the Goſpel, as we find they did on the next 
Sabbath-day, verſ. 46. when upon the un- 
toward and unworthy carriage of the Jews, 
the Apoſtle diſclaims them, and turns to the 
Gentiles. ' | ; 6 25) 
Thus have I given you a ſhort Anaghpes, 
- and Survey of the Apoſtles whole diſcourte, 
the ſenſe and main deſign whereof lies tn the. 
Text, that Jeſus Chriſt was the expeQed* Meſ- 
ſas, the Saviour of the world, by whom'and 
by bim alone Fuſtification through Faith in 
him, and forgiveneſs of fins , which is the 
proper 
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proper notion: and importance of ſal: a Is 
to be obtained. 

This Dodrine of Juſtification by faich in 
—_—_ is ſet down here. :-* | 


. .Aftirmatively, in Thefs, 7, By him all that . 


pelions are juſtified from all things. 

2. Negatively, per Antitheſin, in oppoſiti- 
6n [to Moſaical obſervances ; from which ye 
could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. 

In the Affirmative part we have 
-. I. A great Priviledge, or the Benefet it 
ſelf; wherein Gods. favour and mans happi- 
neſs doth mainly: conſiſt ; and that's Juſtife- 
cation, 

2. The Ground of it 3 Chriſt. What by his 
Merit ; 'tis in him, for his ſake, and through 
his ſatisfaQtion, we are juſtified. What by his 
Spirit ; 'tis by him, by his vertue and efficacy 
working in us, that weare juſtified. 

3- The Condition or Qualification, which 
makes us capable of it, or, as ſome love ra- 
ther to. term it 3 the Infirument by which 'tis 
applied and made ours 3 and thats faith. They 
that beliewe-are ju ſtifred. 

4+ The Extent of it, and the latitude it 


bears. And that twoſold., B I. As 
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17 fl A to irs SubjeGd, ji ”— Vis the- pers 
ſons juſtified 3 all that believe, or- ies | wn, | 
every, one: that believes ts juſtafied. - © 

2. As to its Obje&, cared quod, to wit, thi 
things from which Juſtification i isto free and 
releaſe Believers. And that is wi «or from all 
things, from all charge! and-incumbrance, 
from all damages and inconveniences, which 
otherwife might upon ſtrict rules -of Juſtice 
befal them. 

; Inthe Negative partis: enpreliedrba weak- 
wel and-infufficicnceoficlie Moſarcal Ds (pen 
ſation. for the attajning this Righteouſneſs, 
which is to be had only by Chriſt ; that we 
conlacnot be Joſt. from: thoſe things by the 
Low of Moſes, ' 

' Youſee then, thacl have a large held of 
difecuce before me, were-I, which cannot 
well be expeQed-from-me intheſc ſtraights-of 
time:; at Ro to. ſpeak of fuſft ;Rextions of ' 
Chrifts SatisfaGion, of Faith in Chrift, of the 
ligal Adminiſtration, which are ſo many:;com= 
mon ploces of Diviaity, and! would:eachof 
them require a Volume: to be treated'of-in 
theit full importance., It will-be enough that 

__  T briefly 
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I briefly touch ar each'particular”head'ſeyed 
rally, and ſo as may be moſt agreeable to the 
purpole of out preſent meeting, to the Tnſtru- 
Grow and Comfort of the! Hearers. | 
And Tſhall take this Method, firſt to ſhew, 
what is meant by Juſtification, or by being 
juſtified. Next to prove the inſufficience of 
Moſes his Law, and its inability of juſtifying 
the bbſervers of it : and then in the laſt place 
to make out how we are juſtified by Chriſt, 


andthat through Faith in him. For ſo the. 


words ſtand in the Greek, in this order I have 
here (er them in 3 From ll things from which 

ye could not be puſtified by, or in the Law of 
Moſes, \by, -or iz him, namely, in Chriſt; every 

onerbarbelieverh is juſtified. + oo 
Erſte them what! Juſtification 1s: ''' To be 

Juſtefiettis'to be accounted andlookt ripon as 
riphtebin and -perfeMly juſt in'\che ſpheof 
God), 'our amgivert rnd out Frdge $2and 
thereupon''rs- be abſolutely dilcharged"and 
acquirted according” to "the renour' of the 
Eaw by the Sentence of che Fudge*from all the 
penalties'that wereito'be inflited upon' the 
tranſereflors of the' Law, 'and for that" eine 
| B 2 Ripghteouſl- 


» 
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Righreouſneſs to-be accepted of Godin out 
perſons and performances, and in the end to 
be eternally rewarded. And. this all 
grounded upon the nature and .ſanfton of a 
Law, which as it propoſes Commands and 

| Rules to be obſerved, ſo is ratified with Pro- 
miſes on one hand of reward to the obedient, 
and on the other hand with Threats of 'pu- 
niſhment to thoſe that ſhall be found gniiley 
of the breachof it. Now this Fuſtification, 
had the Covenant of. Nature ſtood, the Law of 
Moſes. continued in force ; muſt' have been 
made out by our own perſonal exa& obedi- 
ence-to every tittle of our obligations : for | 

_ this was the tenour of that. Law. Do this | 

'  andlive, and Curſed be every one that continu- 

eth not in all the words. of the Law to dothem : 
and this is. that 1s called /egal Righteouſneſs. 
But in Chriſt, under the Covenant of Grace, 
which was ſubſtituted in the room-and ſtead 
of that other, the Law of Faith has altered 
the terms, thus ; He that believes, ſhall be ſa- 
ved; and He that believeth-not, ſhall be con-_ 
demned, So that :now faith- in Chriſt' and 
ſincerity of obedience, ( for there are Com- 

| mands 
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mands too as. well 'as Promiſes, and Threats 
even in this Law of Faith) is that we call 
Ewangelical Righteouſneſs; whereby we are 
through that ſatisfaction , Chriſt as our 
ſurety hath by his a&Gize and paſſive obedi- 
ence wrought for us, which through Faith in 
him is imputed unto us for Righteouſneſs, ju- 
Rified by him, to the forgiveneſs of our ſens, 
to the acceptation of our perſons, and to the 
reward of our ſervices. Again: this Fuſtife. 
cation 15 indeed attained in this life, being laid 
hold on by Faith, evidenced by our obedience, 
and (caled.co every particular Believers con- ' 
ſcience by the Spirit of Promiſe : but in the 
next; life will be declared in open Court at the: 
general Afſizes of all Mankind at the laſt day, 
ſo that the crue Believer lives & dies in peace 
of conſcience, as haviog an aſſurance through 
Faith, that Chriſt by his death has ſatisfied for 
his. ſins, and -purchaſed for him everlaſting; 
life. For ſo we find Fuſtification ali 
in this very Chapter, by comparing the 3S. 
and, 26, verſes with our, Text. What he. had 
ſaid there, to you is the word, of this ſalvation 


ſem, repeating it here in other words, Through 
this 


3 
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this mas 1s preached unto you forgiveneſs of 
ſins. Sothar to be juſtified is to have our fins 
forgiven, and our ſouls ſaved. "Ab 

Having thus ſated'and diſtinguiſhed Fu- 
ſtification, we are now to remove the /egal 
Righteouſneſs, that we may eſtabliſh the 
Righteouſneſs by Faith, and to ſhew that the 
Law of Moſes was unable and inſufficient for 
the juſtifying of any one. Where firſt we are 
to premiſe an uſual Diſtin4:on of that Law 
into Moral, Ceremonial, and Judicial. 

The Judicial. Law was peculiar to the 
Tewiſh Common: wealth, defigned only for 
external polity, and. for the quiet and regular 
adminiſtration of the Civil State of that 'pto- 
ple, nor has it-any'obligation'uponany other 
people any further, then, as it was a body of 
Statutes appointed by God himſelf for the go- _ 
verninent. of his own/people, it deferves'onr 

. vemenation, and as far as the circumſtances and” 
cuſtoms of other Countries will admit, an 
i1mttation. 0 

The Ceremoniat Law was moſt properly the 
Lew: of- Moſes,' wherein were delivered' the 
rules of Gods Worſhip, which conſiſted of P#- 


ry fications 
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cal Rites. That again obliged none bit: t Jews 
and their Proſelytes, #hd wits to have av end at 
the commy of Chriſt. - 
| The Moral Law wasnot fo mitch the Law 
of Moſer, as the Law'of 4dam, that whicl is 
ef ent nrevery mans here; and was oblipa- 
cory to all'mankind before Moſes, and will be 
ſoto the end of the' world ; fach as are afl 


tlie. Preceprs of the Deealogyte For though 


there be ſomewhat in them' ceremonial, to 
which none ors wete obliped; as in the 
fourth the ſti 
the very day'ir ſelf (for had it not been ſo, it 
cout not have been"aktered ;-whatſoever is 
inits nature purely moral, [being of a perpetrial 
as well as nmiverſal, ard of an indiſpenſable 
obligation) I fay, norwithftanding fomewhat 
of Ceremony intermixt, the things thein- 
ſelves commanded or forbidden in-thoſe pre- 
cepts are acknowledged and owned by the ve- 
"7 Hghe of Nature'; as thar God ſhould have 
ortion of our time biſtowed. or? his 
Cite, which th equiry could 'not be lefs/ 


then a | ſeventh part, Beyond all this,” oar 
Saviour 


rifications ard Expidtions, ind other Eemay- 


eſs of the Sabbathoreft, and - 
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Saviour himſelf tells us, he came not to deſtroy. 
this Law, but to fulfe/ it in his own perſon, 
and heighten its obligations upon us his. fol- 
lowers. And it appears by circumſtances. 
' here, that the Apoſtle addrefling his ſpeech 
to the Jews might very likely mean only-the 
Law of Ceremonies, as pofitbly he does in his 
Epiſtle to the Galatians, and other places by 
works of the Law intend mainly the Circum- 
ciſzon and other Rites and obſervances, which 
ſome Conwerts of that Religion, at the firſt 
propagation of the Goſpel,' mainly infiſted. 
on, and mixed: with their Chriſtianity : a 
per{waſion and practice, which the DoGor of 
the Gentiles does every where upon all occa- 
ſions as. he meets with it, endeavour to con-- 
fute. Yet this Lawalſo. having been given by 
Moſes in ſome ſenſe, as to the promulgation 
of it, and the accommodating. it to the. uſe 
and intereſt of his Country-men, I ſhall take 
It in too, and make good, that neither the ob- 
ſervance of the Ceremonial Law, which obli- 
| ged the Jews, could ; nor the performance of 
the 'Moral Law, to which all men are obliged 
can or ever could. juſtifie any man. And 
this 
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this according to that place, The Law was gi- 
ven by Moſes; but Grace and Truth came by 
Jeſus Chriſt, where as Truth is oppoſed to Ce- 
remony, {o Grace is to the Law of Nature. | 

Firſt the Ceremonial Law, beſides that it. 
laboured under other diſadvantages, as thar 
it was burdenſom in its charge, and in its atten- 
dance:; and it was obſcure, compared to Goſ- 
' pel light,as being but the ſhadow of good things 
 Focome ; it was in its very conſtitution imper- 
fe& and zmpotent, and that in two reſpeGts. 

x1. It was not commenſurate to the necefli- 
ties of all mankind ; that Lewitical ſervice 
having been preſcribed only, and appropria- 
ted to the Fews, as a charateriſtical mark of 
diſtinction betwixt them and other Na- 
tions. © | 

2. It was not adequate to its end ; which 
was the expiation of guilt, the atonement of 
wrath, and propitiation for fins. For zt was 
not poſſeble that the blood of bulls and. goats 
| ſhould take away fins, as the Apoſtle argues, 
Heb. 10. 4. | Wherefore the Law, as he ſays 
| there, conld not by thoſe Sacrifeces, which were 
fain to be continually repeated, make the co- 
C. — mers 
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wers thereunto perfe5i. For indeed what pro- 
portion wasthere betwixt thoſe mean'obla- 
tions and 'the ranſom and price -of fouls? 
For the Verdi& of the Law was, that the:foul 
that fins ſball die. What amends then could 
the death of a poor beaſt make for the tranſ- 
greſſion of its owner ? or how could'thoſe 
ſorry acknowledgments reconcile Divine Ju- 
ſtice > Which made the Prophet Micah cry 
out, VI. 7. Wherewith ſhall I come before 
the Lord ? Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, ith calves of a yearold? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or 
with ten thouſanils of rivers of oyl ? Shall T 
give my firfi-born for my. tranſgreſſcon, the 
fruit of my body for the ſin of my ſoul ? No, 

this would have been no compenſation. Tt 
coſt more:to redeem ſouls'then ſo. 

But, you'l fay, if 'it be:ſo,, 'what uſe was 
there then of thoſe Ceremonievand Satrifices ? 
Was no one juſtified under that Law, *no 
Righteouſneſs to be had by that Diſpenſati- 
on? Yes, but 'ewas:the righteouſneſs of Faith 
then too, and thoſe:that were, were juſtified ' 
by Chrift,who'was REES and piien 4 

thole 
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thoſe legal Kites : for it was the immaculate 


Lamb that virtuated all thoſe Oblations, and 


the whole Pedagogie of that Law had its 
effe&iand conſummationin him. Wherefore 
it was to be but of a temporary date, and as it 
pointed to him, ſoit was to end in him. ' 
Nor was the Ceremonial Law only imper- 
fe&, but the Moral is ſo too, that which has a 
natural obligation upon all men. The in- 
ability of this Law, as to Juſtification, is part- 
ly from our weakneſs, partly from its own. 
_ 1. Weare naturally unable to perform it 
in an exa& obedience : and though ſome He- 


reticks are bold to ſay, that a man may by the . 
ſtrength of Nature ſatisfie all the demands of 
that Law we are by nature obliged to ; a Do- 


arine which modeſt Philoſopbers amongſt 
 Heathens diſclaim 3 as appears by the body of 
death, the bleſſed Apoſtle complains of, and 
other paſſages in him, taken out of the Wri- 
tings of Plato. Yet ſuppoſing, that there were 
no original corruption, and that a man could 


lead a perfe& life; which are two tliings that: 


are not to be ſuppoſed ; for what man ever 


was there beſide the Son of God, that was 


C2 either 


"* - " R 
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either born, or lived without fin? If he could 
make ſatisfaFion, where would be his merit ? 
Or how could he extend that fatisfaGion to 
the benefit of others? But alas! Scripture 
tells us, zo man hath redeemed his own ſoul; 
much leſs is he in acapacity to do-it for ano- 
ther, but muſt let that alone for ever. 

2. As weare unable to go through what 
the Law requires, ſo the Law alſo is unable 
to helpus. It lays Rales indeed before us, | 
and Obligations upon us, and convinces us 
ſufficiently of the Duty we owe ; but fur- 
niſhes us with no ſtrength for the perfor- 
mance of it. I had not known ſin, ſays the 
Apoſtle, but for the Law, no, nor practiſed it 
neither. For (which ſhewsthe pravity as well 
as weakneſs of our nature) Juſt takes advan- 
tage from the Law, and breaks out with the 
more violence from under its reſtraints. Not 
but that the Law is in it ſelf holy, and juſt, 
and perfe&}, but ſen finds occafion from the 
Law to be exceeding ſinful. Wherefore he 
_* affirms elſewhere, thar as the ſting. of death is 
fin, lo the ſtrength of ſin 3s the Law ; from 
whence fin hath all its damning power ; fince 

with- 
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without the Law fin could not damn us ; for 
where there's no law , there's no tranſgreſſion. 
But what follows? But thanks be to God, ays 
he, which giveth us the wiftory through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and that's our third Con- 
ſideration. 
That we are juſtifred by Chriſt alone. What 
| Moſes could not do'in his Law, : Chriſt has 
done in his. Grace has ſupplied the defedGs 
of Nature ; and what was.wanting to Legal 
Righteouſneſs, 13 made up by the Evangel:- 
cal. The Ceremonies, as they were to have 
their period, ſo were to have their completion 


too at the coming of Trath.: and the Law of 


Works is not ſo much ſuperſeded, as 'tis ac- 
complithed in its end, by the Law of Faith, 
which exſerts it ſelf, though not in an exaGF, 


as was then required, yet in, that, which is 


now accepted, a ſincere obedience. Now 
this Fuſtification I told you, is had by Chriſt 


two Ways. 


1. By imputation of his ſatisfaction and 


merit. 


2. By the influence and efficacy of his Spi= * 


rit. I amſorry to find that ſome men among 
us 
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us take offence at: theſe terms of zmputed 
Kigbteouſneſs, and infuſed Grace, as notions 
- that do not ſo. well ſquare with Right 
(4. e. they. mean their) reaſon. But as ſure 
as our fins were imputed to.Chriſt, fo really is: 
his Righteouſneſs imputed unto us: and as 
ſure as we haye no natural ability of our 
{elves to any thing that good is, ſo certain is 
It, that we are to be influenced by Gods good 
Spirit, infuſing a principle of grace into us, 
and accompanying that grace along with his 
aſſiſtances1n its particular a#s. Otherwiſe I 
am to (eek which way we are to expe, ei- - 
ther to be juſtified, or to be ſanGifred : for I 
hope they will not ſay our Fuſtifecation or 
SanGification 1s from our ſelves, and ſo make 
_ mento become their own Sawzours. 

1. We are juſtified by Chriſt, per modum 
meriti, as a meritorious cauſe ; by vertue of 
that / 1tisfaSion he has made Il us. Forthe 
Father and the Son having in our behalf a- 
greed upon a mutual Covenant and ingage-. 
ment, that whoſoever believes,ſhould through 
Chriſt have forgiveneſs of his ſins, and be ac- 
cepred 1n the well-beloved ; and Chriſt on his 


part 
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part having 1n his own perſon fulfilled the 
Law, and fully anſwered all-its demands; and 


ſatisfied Divine Fuſtice forus 3 it now 're- 
' mains that Cod, as he is faithful, will forgive 
our ſins, if we he faichful; and that hewill in 


Juſtice juſtibie 1 us finners'by Faith in his Sons 
ſufferings. For ſo he that knew no fin was 


; made fn for us, that we through'his-obedi- 


_ might be made righteous. To this ſa- 

aGion of his, 'which was of it {elf plenary, 
the dignity and excellenty of the perſon that 
undertook and performed for us, 'has added 
that illuſtrious advantage, that there has ac- 
crued a large ſtock of merit, a purchaſe of 


life and glory for all Believers, as well as of 
S pardon and grace for true'Penitents. Nor is it 


his werit alone, for which we are juſtified. 


Bur 

- 2. Weare juſtffiet by him per modum ef- 
fcientie too, as an efficient cauſe, by the work- 
inp of his Spirit. And this was to aſcertain 


his utes and to apply his acquiſts': and 


therefore, when'he 'hall'finiſhed the work of 


our Redemption he came into "this Jower 
world about, he not only aſcended himſelf 


into: 
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into Heaven, there to fit at the right hand of 
the F ather, and by continual znterceſſions to 
plead and make, good. his merits; but did alſo 


ſend down the Spirit to keep refidence here. 


below,8& to perform the office pf an Adwocate 
and a Comforter, and made him the great Tru- 
ſtee.to illue our, the- revenues, of his grace. 


Befides, all. chings 1n. him are gathered into. 


one, and there is that ſtri& Union and inti- 
mate Communion betwixt Chriſt the Head of 


the Church,. and alb the lively Members gf. 


that his myſtical Body, all true Believers, that 
they and he ate one, as the Father and he are 
one. For he having eſpouſed our nature as 
well as our quarrel, the vertue of that bypoſta= 
tical Union extends it ſelf over all, even to 


- the very duſt of the Faithful, that ſleep in 


their graves. From this cloſe Vnon it fol- 
lows, that all. Believers, as being parts of him- 
ſelf, are animated andaGted by his Spirit effe- 


Qually 3 in ſeveral operations ; ſuch as theſe are 


in . matter of Juſtification we are how up- 


: that by.;this Spirit of his, the merits. of 
Chriſt areapplied to us, and that our Conſc;- 


ences are ſprinkled with his blood from dead 


works, 
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works, to the purging away of guilt, chat the 
pardon of our fins is aſſured and ſealed tons, 
thatFaith is wrought in our hearts, and thar 
a ſufficience of Grace is given into us, where- 
by weare inabled to every gaod work. And 
all this according to the Covenant, by which 
he was to purchaſe not pardon only, but.grace 
alſo for us, whereby we might be as diſchat- 
ged from the gilt, ſo releaſed from the ſla- 
very and dominion of fin, if we rightly imploy 
our vigorieus Faith : which is the condztion, 
or, if you will, taking;the word in a moral 
ſenſe, the Inſtrument of Juſtifecation. 

And this we are now to ſpeak of, and then 
conclude with the extert of it, that 'tis all Bz- 
Tiewers are juſtified ,, and they are juſtified 
' from all things. And thele two. will make 
up our applicatory part, the condition for our 


InftruGiion and Exhortation , and the extent. 


for a word of Comfort. | 
| Seeing then that Juſtification is ſo great an 
advantage and priviledge, ſuch a benefit and 
 blefling, as none isto be compared to it, as 
that which ſanQifies and ſweetens all the in- 
Joy ments of this life, and aſcertains Gods fa- 
D vour 
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vour and glorious hopes to us in the next : 
that which renders all conditions comforta- 
ble, living or dying ; whereas without par= 
don of fins and: peace of conſcience, ''Jet a 
mans- outward fortunes be what they will, 
the man 1s an utter ſtranger to true happineſs, 
whilſt he 1s here, and will-be abatidoned'to a 


ſad miſerable eſtate to all eternity hereafter : 


and (ecing that this Fuſtification is not to be 


had but by Chriſt alone, who took pSn. him 


to be our ſurety,and has done and ſiiffered all 
that was neceſſary to be done and ſuffered 
for us in order to our ſalvation, and has by his 
merit and ſatisfaSFion purchaſed for us pardon 
and grace whereby we may be ſaved ;':and 
that the werit of his ſatisfa&ion canno'other 
way be derived and conveyed to us but by 
Faith in him, a reliance on his merit, and an 
obedience toi his Goſpel ; and'that without 


our faith Chriſt and his Goſpel and Salvation 


it ſelf can ftand us in no ſtead -3 and all 
the merits of his obedience, and the benefits '6f 


his Paſſion, and the diſpenſations of lits Grave | 


will ſignifie nothing, be of none efft 1642, 
it we remain till in our #nbelief'; Tet tis Be 


exhorted - 
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exhorted to have Faith in the boly Feſws, ro 
bave recourſe to him as to our Medator and 
Adwocate, to imbrace him upon his own 


terms, to nail;our ſins to his Croſ7, co caſt our 


burden upon aim, who is able to fave ro the 
utmoſt all that put their eruſt jn him, to 


ſhelter our ſelves in the clefts of that Rock, the 


wounds of our dear Sawiour, and renouncirg 
all other hopes with. a holy. contidence roll 
our (elves upon his ſatisfa&ion, that we may 


'becloathed with the robes of his Righteouf- 


neſs, and be found in him to the atoning of 
our offended God, tothe pacifying and puri- 
ſying of our troubled and guilty conſciences, 
and to the eſcaping of indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguiſb, and everlaſting burn- 
ings, which attend thoſe that through unbe- 
lief and impenitence live and die in their 
fins. BLISS, 

' But becauſe Faith is a word of large and 
doubtful meaning in holy Writ, tet me alſo 
for your better i»ftra&ion, that no one may 
miſtake himſelf, lay before you ſome of the 
moſt ordinary acceptions of the word, which 


yet do not come home to our purpoſe nor 
D 2 amount 
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amount to a juſtifying Faith. = 
Sometimes Faith is taken for an acknow- 
ledgment of Divine Truths revealed in Gods 
Word. And this though it be enough to de- 
nominate one Orthodox in his opintons, and: 
ſound in'his judgment ; yet if it be but No- 
tional, and hath. no praGical influence upon 
the heart and life, is no right ſound Faith, by 
which a man ſhall be juſtifted. 
Otherwhere it denotes & firm perſwaſion of 
ind, that the thing he is taking in hand 1s 
lawful and. fit tobe done. In which ſenſe the 
Apoſtles rule is to be underſtood, that what- 
ſoever is not of faith is fin. And this is very 
far from being a Faith that will juſtifie one 
before God or men. For ſome out of an er- 
roneous conſcience (which ſure is no good con- 
ſcence ) may having a zeal not according to 
knowledge ( as often has been done) think 
thoſe things /awf#l, which are quite contra- 
ry: ſuchas our Saviour ſpeaks of, that will kill 
you, and think they do God good ſervice in ' 
{o doing, And others when they have not a 
mind to do things that in their own nature 
are. lawfiul., and the command of a juſt Au- 


thority 
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thority makes zeceſſary to be done, may pre- 
tend diflatisfaftion of conſcience for a- colour 
of their diſobedience. 

Another common acception,, to: mention 
no more, of Faith is to take it for a ſtrong aſ- 
ſurance of Gods peculiar lowe and favour to 
them in pardoning their fins and deſigning them 
for ſalvation. When perhaps they have no- 
other reaſon for their ſo believing, but that 
they are willing to believe ſo, and have taken 
Pains with themſelves to perſwade themſelves 
into-ſach a belief, and make themſelves believe 
they do believe : and this may be, as it too too- 
often proves a dangerous miſtake, by putting 
the name of Faith upon a fond-over-weening: 
conceitand a raſh unreaſonable preſumption. 

Wherefore that thy Faith may not deceive 
thee ,. take along with thee theſe three or four 


marks of tryal, to examine it by, whether it be 


 aright well-grounded Faith or no. 


.. I. A true Faith imbraces Chriſt in all the 


capacities of bis mediatiorial office; as King; 
Prieſt, and Prophet. 

2, It takes in the whole compaſs of Goſpel- 
diſpenſations ; commands and threats as well as 
promiſes ; Sacraments and all other Ordinances 


alike. 


3- It: 
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3 ingages the whols nan, the'aſſent of 
the underſtanding , the compliante of the will, 
the regularity of the affe&tions, and the ge. 
ſure of the outward bebaviows: » © 

4. It always is accompanied with ſerious Fes 

 pentance for ſin, and a frank expreſſion audex<. 
 erciſe of charity, according to the ſeriſe a man 
. bas of the love of God towartls himſelf. F 

Doſt thou find then thatby:thy Faith thou 

. owneſt and accepteſt thy Savioxr all overin 
. allhisthree Offices? that thou art as content 
to ſubmit to him as a Prophet toreachandin-: 
ſtruc thee, asa King toruleandpovern thee, 
as thou art glad to have him thy Prieſt to ſa- 
. tisfie for thee and to bleſs thee ? Art thou 
willing to be ſaved his way, /and-to conform 
to his Methods, ſoas to ingage in working ont 
thy own alvation, and art thou convinced 
thou oughteſt to do ſomething for thy own 
ſake, ſomething for his, who! has done ſo 
much for thine ? Has thy Faith an equal im- 
-partial reſpe& to Chriſts Commands as to his 
Promiſes? and doſt thou take as much de- 
light in the obegrence of Faith, as thou doſtin 
its aſſurance ? Doſt thou conſider that though 


1t 
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it be a Covenant of Grace, thou Nandeſt un- 
der, yet 'tis a Covenant and tyes thee up to 
conditions ? ang] tht tholigh the Goſpel be a 
Law of Liberty,'tis al 

ſtian /iberty does not pgive'thee a freedom 
from duty, but from fin, and is not to be uſed 
asa cloak of malice atid*Jicentiouſneſs ? Haſt 
thou an even regard toall the rears of grace, 
and a deſire to profit by them all, and not by 


"'.. 


a wanton preference of one Ordinance to ano- 


ther, forfeit the'benefit of all the reſt ? Canſt 


thou tell where to find thy Faith, in what 
part of thee 'tis ſeated : does it ſwim as an 


empty Notion in thy head only, or has it by 
ſerious reſolutions ſunk'Yown-into thy heart, 
and thence flows into all thy outward parts; 
to the government of thy thoughts and defires, 


thy words and thy afions ? Daſt thou uſe to 


call thy ſins to account , ,and thinking on 
them and thy Saviours ſufferings together,ſer 


apen the ſluces of grief, arid mourn over thy 


wounded conſcienceand thy crucified Feſws ? 


Andlaſtly, haſt.chou ſach a ſenſe of Gods 


love to thee, in' the pardon of thy fins, that 


thou canſt freely forgive all offences done 
againſt 


ay ſtill, and that Chri. - 


ze 
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againſt thee, and for his fake, who for thine 
has not ſpared = Son, cheerfully part with 
all. thou baſt and reſign np all chy concerns 
into his hands. for PIES when A calls for 
them 3 and is thy Fazth a Faith working by 
charity, that puts forth witalaQs ; and eviden- 
ces and juſtifies it ſe]f by good works to. be a 
living'and a true Faith? For though it be 
Faith alone that juſtifies, yet 'tisno true Faith 
that 1s alone ; and as amanis not juſtified for 
his good works, {o no-man muſt hope to be 
juſtified without them. -  , _ 

If thy Faith be ſuch a Faith, as will abide 
this tryal, and anſwer this deſcription, then 
'tis a Faith thou mayſt truſt to, and thou haſt 
reaſon tobelieve thy (elf to be a Believer, and 


' God will improve and build up thy Faith to 


bleſſed aſſurances: of pardon and peace, of 
Grace and Glory, _ | 
And then in the loft place, what Comfort 
will it be to be thus aſſured, when thou canſt 
apply the genera] Propoſition to thy ſelf, 
which is that AU that believe are juſtified. But 
believe. Therefore I am juſtified. If all Belje- 
ers, then thou, Believer, whoever thou art ; 


of 
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bf wbatſcever condition, be thy world! y ſtare | 


never ſo low, thy outward circumſtances ne- 
ver ſo contemptible, thou haſt an equal ſhare 
and intereſ} in Gods favour, and in the merit 
of 'Chriſt-with the beſt. - Whatever thy for- 
mer life hath been, read with comfort that 
black liſt of the fouleſt ſins, x Cor. 6. 1dola- 
ters, Adulterers, and the like, and ſuch, the 
'Apoſile tells them, were fomre of you, but now 
are ye waſhed, now are ye (antlified, now are 
ye juſtifeed. . Refle& with ſorrow upon what 
thou:baſt been, and with joy give God thanks 
fat whar thou art. And then bgzy weak ſoever 
chy Faith at preſent be, canſt thou ſay, Lord, 
F believe, that he may help thy unbelief, and 


increaſe thy faith more and more, till Faith 


itſelf ſhall be ſwallowed up into wiſzon. 

This as to the extent of the ſubje&; nor has 
that of the objeS leſs of Conſolation in it, when 
a Believer. confiders that by his Faith he is 
Juftifjed and fully diſcharged from all things, 
from all ſuits and eviQions, from all troubles 
and moleſtations, from all dues and demands, 
his* ſurety having paid all for him. From 
the gxzlt'of: fin, in that he that knew nofin, 
E was 
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was reckoned amongſt tranſgreflors, and 
was made fin for him. Fronythe puniſhment 


 offin, Chriſt having offered up himſelf in Sa- 


crifice once for all- As for the cbaftiſezrents” 
and light af8i&ions of this life, asithey are bat 
momentany, ſo they afe attended with an eter-' 
nal weight of glory. From the demands and 
ſentence and curſe of the Law, this Redeemer 
having fulfilled Righteonſneſs for him, aud 
nailed the band-writing of Ordinances, which 
was againſt him, tothe Croſs, and undergone 
the Curſe upon the tree. From-the wrath: of 
God, which ghe Son of God his Mediator has - 
atoned.From the horrors of a guiltyconſcience, 
which the Lamb of God has ſprinkled with his 
blood, and his Prince of Peace has ſpoke peace 
to. From the terrors of death, which the 
Coptain of his Salvation has conquered by dy- 
ing. From the accuſations of the Dewils, 
whom the King of glory has triumphed over 
at his deſcent into Hell in their. own Territo- 
ries: and from everlaſting damnation , which 
his bleſſed Saviour the boly  Feſus by his infi- 
nite /at35faGion has bought off for him. And 
now what has this happy perſon to do in this 
world 
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world any longer, having his debts paid, his 
. Pn pardoned, - his God reconciled, his Conſci- 


ence quieted and affared, his atcuſers filenced, 
his enemies vanquiſhed, the Law ſatisfied, and 
himſelf juſtified , and his Saviour gloriticd, 
and a' Crown'of immortality, and a Robe of 
Righteouſneſs prepared for him ; what has he 
to dohere more, then to get him up to the rop 
-of Piſgab,and take a view of his heavenly Ca- 
naan, to ſtand upon the confines of eternity, 
'and in the contemplation 'of thoſe joys and 
glories deſpiſe and flight the vanities and 
- Woubles of this fenful and miſerable world, 


"and ro-breathe after his better life, and be 


preparing himfelf ſor: his ebange, when he 
ſhall be-called 'off to'weigh' anchor and hoiſe 
"ſail for another world, where he 'is to make 
- diſcoverfes of emnutterable felicities, and un- 
eonctivable pleaſures 2 O what a happy and 


bleft condition rs it to live or to die in the 


midfſtof ſach gracious deliverances and glo- 
Fious aſſurances; with'thisfaſtning conſedera- 
'#joto boot; that neither life nor death; nor 
things preſent , nor things to come, nor any 


creature 15 able to ſcparate him from the love of 
So E 4 God 
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God, which is in Feſus Chriſt bis Lord ? Thus | 


to live, is to live in peace ; thus to die, is to 
die with joy : peace of conſcience, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. What would not a dying 
man give to have his eternal ſtate thus ſecu- 
redtohim, and to inſure his ſoul for his long 
long voyage , whence there's no returning ? 
O let us carneſtly beg of God to give us 
Faith to be our Guide 1n this life, and our Pi- 
lot for the next. | 
Amidſt theſe raptares, 'tis but time, to 
ſpeak a word or two of our dear deceaſed 
mY Sifter here before us, who has brought us to- 
b gether to do her the laſt office of Chriſtian 
Charity, And ſure; that Charity, as well as 
Cuſtom, makes it neceſſary, that where much 
ay be ſaid, ſomething muſt. Nor needT be 
laviſh in her praiſes, ſince to. be but juſt to 
: her memory , and to:ſpeak out. but her due 
.commendations,, would feem to diſtruſt: the 
Neighbours , her Acqugintance, 'my Autjtors, 
.Whoſe good word and high eſteem -as, ſhe 
had, when ſhe was living ; ſo ſhe needs no 
Palpit-flattery to ſet her forth being dead. 
Shall I tell you of her Conjugal affeSion and 


her 
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her chaſt Converſation coupled-with fear? who, 


befides the advantages of a grzat Fortune, 
brought that to her Husband, which was a 
more valuable Portion, a lowly mind ; paying 
| that conſtant reſpe& to his perſon, and that 
due ſubmiſſion to his pleaſure, and that ſure 
friendſhip to all his Concerns, and demean- 
ing her ſelf ſo hambly , as if ſhe had 
brought him nothing but her YVertues. Shall 
I mention her indulgent care and motherly 
lowe of her Children ? whoſe Duties ſhe earn- 
ed by her laborious attendance on their'in- 
fant-years, thinking it would look too like 
an unkindneſs to be owned as a Mother, whece 
ſhe. had not-been a Nurſe too; and. judging 
it little better than unnatural not :o eatertain 
them at her breaſts, whom ſhe had carried in 
| her womb. Shall I cake notice ro you, what 

| good Order and Decorum ſhe kept in her Fq- 
mily, how. ſhe centered all her thoughts and 
bufineſs, like the Nanding foot of the Com- 


aſs, at home, and how #xconcernec! ine was 


in the P«b/ick, unleſs it were to do any vilice 
of neighbourly kindneſs, or when 2 outies of 


the Sabbath called her forth ? Al3vi ul, live 
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humility was rematkabile ; for ſhe had: chat, 
which -S. Peter adviſts:grave Matrons to put 
on, the ornament of a week and quiet ſpirit, 
which is in'the faght of God, and of good men 
too, of great rite * and this ſhe preferred 
before all the gawdy Attire, which others of 
her Sex, eſpecially ofher Fortane, uſe to adorn 
themſelves withal-' 'In' a word, as ſhe expreſt 
' the vertues of the other Sifter in her doweeftich, 
_ cares, ſoI doubt not but ſheminded the one 
thing neceſſary too, and with Maryinthe Goſ- 
pel, choſe that better part which ſhall not'be 
taken fromher. God grant us all to be like- 
minded, and as he has given us his So, ſo may 
he give us of his Spirit to work Faith. and all 
Grace in us, that ſo we may be juſtified an 
ſanfified , and finally as we hope ſhe now is 
glorifted. Now to God the Father, Son, and | 


bleſſed Spirit be all Praiſe, Honour, and Glo- 
ry, now and for ever. Amen, | 
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